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The  increase  of  the  world  »s  hog  nxmibers  since  World  War  II  continued 
as-  expected  during  1958>  but  at  a  substantially  slower  rate  than  for  the 
past  several  years.    The  estimated  total  of  U77  million  in  January  1959 
was  6  percent  over  1958,  and  i;0  percent  above  the  1951-55  average* 

Numbers  rose  11  percent  in  North  America  and  3  percent  in  South 
America,    They  remained  about  even  in  Western  Europe  and  in  Eastern 
Europe  rose  1|  percent  to  give  a  total  increase  from  Europe  of  1  percent. 
The  U.S.S.R.  showed  a  9  percent  increase,  and  Asia  7  percent.    There  was 
a  U-percent  gain  in  Oceania,  and  African  numbers  rose  about  2  percent. 

The  area  percentage  increases  compared  with  the  1951-55  average 
were:    North  America  11;  South  America  39;  Western  Europe  lU;  Eastern 
Europe  19;  U.S.S.R.  70;  Asia  71;  Africa  19;  and  Oceania  25. 


HOGS:    Total  number  in  continent  or  area,  average  1951-55,  annual  1956-59 


Continent  .*  xqc-y^xL  \     1956    •     1957    .     1958    \  1959 


Thousands :  Thousands :  Thousands  :Thousancis  :Thoiisands 


North  America  x  71,780  :  7U,310  :  71,U20  :  71,700  :  79,920 

South  America  :  ia, 650  :  50,6lO  :  52,780  :  55,950  :  57,900 

Europe  :  86,550  :  98,310  :  96,OiiO  :  99,Ol|0  :  100,290 

U.S.S.R. (Europe  and  :  :  :  :  : 

Asi^O  :  28,660  :  3U,000  :  U0,800  :  U+,300  :  U8,500 

Africa  :  li,100  :  U,iaO  :  U,620  :  U,770  :  U,890 

Asia  .•••:  106,975  :  109,900  :  ll;0,980  :  170,1*00  :  183,350 

Oceania  :  1,910  :  2,050  :  2,130  :  2,280  :  2,380 


World  total  ;  3la,625  \  373,590  ;  1*08,770  ;  ia*8,liiiO  ;  1*77,230 
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North  America:    The  increase  in  Canada  and  12-percent  rise  in 

the  United  States  were  the  main  developments  in  North  America  and  among 
the  most  significant  developments  in  the  present  world  hog  sitiiation. 
Numbers  in  Mexico,  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean  changed  very  little, 
and  are  eaq^ected  to  increase  only  slightly  through  1959 • 

The  greater  Canadian  numbers  and  resulting  larger  pork  production  in 
19$8  contributed  to  the  doubled  exports  (over  19$7)  of  Canadian  pork  to 
the  United  States*    The  present  large  supplies  of  pork  in  both  the  United 
States  and  Canada  are  expected  to  increase  the  exports  of  both  countries 
in  1959 •    Canadian  price  supports,  with  a  floor  of  $25*00  per  hundred- 
weight for  Grade  A  hogs,  was  a  principal  factor  in  the  sharp  rise  in  num- 
bers during  1959  • 

Abundant  grain  supplies  and  a  favorable  hog-com  ratio  during  1958 
accounted  for  most  of  the  U,S.  incirease. 

Canadian  and  United  States  numbers  are  expected  to  increase  again  in 
1959  but  the  increase  will  likely  be  less  than  in  1958 •    The  present 
price  support  system  in  Canada  probably  will  maintain  hog  production  at 
a  high  level  through  the  fall  of  1959 •    The  support  price  is  scheduled 
for  reduction  from  $25.00  to  |23«50  per  hundredweight  in  October* 
Consideration  is  being  given  to  methods  of  holding  down  hog  niimbers* 

In  Cuba,  nuiiibers  have  increased  slightly  but  there  are  still  good 
prospects  for  U.S.  lard  exports  to  that  country  which  produces  little 
lard.    However,  the  Cuban  Government  would  like  to  see  greater  pro- 
duction of  domestic  vegetable  oils  to  reduce  lard  iirports* 

Scoith  America;    As  expected,  Brftzilian  hog  numbers  increased  h  percent 
during  195^ •   Although  Brazil  is  still  the  area's  fourth  leading  pro- 
ducing country,  it  is  not  a  major  exporter.    Its  commercial  hog  production 
and  exj^orts  increased  during  1958  but  not  significantly.    Most  of  Brazil's 
hogs  are  still  raised  non-comer cially  and  slaughtered  on  farms* 

Peruvian  numbers  increased  9  percent  but  there  was  little  change  in 
the  rest  of  South  America. 

Western  Europe:    Another  significant  development  in  the  world  hog  situa- 
tion  was  the  slight  drop  in  numbers  in  Western  Europe.    A  continued  in- 
crease there  was  expected  during  1958  and  the  decrease  may  be  the 
beginning  of  a  cyclical  decline. 

There  was  a  steady,  gradual  increase  in  Western  Europe  from  the  end 
of  World  War  II  until  1951  •    From  1951  to  19$h,  there  was  a  sharp 
increase  from  i|8  million  head  to  56  million.    Numbers  dropped  slightly 
in  1955  but  rose  again  slightly  during  1956;  then,  in  1957,  there  was 
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HOGS:    Nrnber  in  specified  conntries,  arerage  19^1-55 «  aznmal  1956-^9 


:  Month  of  : 

Average  : 

: 

: 

:  estimate  \/\ 

19$l-$5  : 

1956  X 

1957  ! 

1958  2/  : 

1959  2/ 

forth  inerleat 

'                    *  Thousands  ' 

Thousands  ! 

Thousands  ' 

Thousands  *  Thpttaanda 

Canada  (£xclxiding 

: 

U,730  1 

1*,819  : 

U,56l  : 

5,160  : 

6,880 

6,670  : 

7,900  : 

8,220  : 

8,1*00  J 

8,600 

United  StatesCContinental). 

.:  Jan.  1        :      51^,3U6  : 

55,173  : 

51,703  J 

50,980  : 

57,201 

72  : 

73  : 

72  : 

73  J 

•:  Jan.  : 

86  : 

61*  X 

65  : 

Total  Canada,  Mexico, 

i 

n.  S.  and  Possessions 

• : 

65,9UO  \ 

68,060  : 

6U,650  1 

61*,720  : 

72,860 

116  ! 

: 

115  : 

t  : 
131    :           132  : 

.:  Oct.  1/       :           292  : 

291  : 

301  : 

.:  May  s 

1*21  ! 

iac  : 

1*03  \ 

—MB 

557  ! 

625  : 

: 

270  : 

330  : 

330  ; 

206  : 

T  on  • 

191  : 

223  : 

Total  Centaral  Anerlca.««« 

• : 

l,oyo  : 

1,91*0  : 

Z,l>o  : 

2,180 

•t  Dec.  1/ 

1  1.1. 
1/wo 

i-iXf^  ! 

1,725  1 

1,750 

1,780 

l,Oj^  ! 

1    IiTli  • 
X,<4  Wl  • 

1,523  : 

•  < 

3,950  . 

U,310  : 

U,750  : 

1*,850 

U,880 

Tft'Kfil  AmAT*^ 

• 

^1, /OO 

7)i   WC\  • 

71,1*20 

• 

71,700  . 

TO  oon 

kmth  Aaerica: 

: 

\ 

3,81*6 

U,on  i 

3,1*97  S 



30,559 

38,606  : 

1*1*,190 

1*6,000 

707 

7la  : 

780  : 

800  : 

2,363  : 

1,727  : 

1,U55  ! 

1,770 

1,770 

.: 

59U 

839  : 

991*  ! 

1,080 

1,233  ! 

l,3la  : 

1,281  : 

1,21*7 

1,365 

258 

381  : 

387  : 

391*  : 

1,56U 

2,362  : 

2,362  : 

•Pft+.aT                  Antfii*i  pjj  

•  s 

hi, 650 

50,610  : 

52,780  : 

55,950 

57,900 

Europe: 

: 
: 

f  2,838 

.:  Dec.  3  i/  ' 

2,621* 

:        2,933  J  2,72T 

2,917 

1,326 

1,1*1*1  : 

1,366 

1,319 

1,31*6 

•i  Dec.  y 

U,003 

:        U,331  : 

U,777 

5,29U 

5,562 

U61 

:           U36  • 

53U 

53U 

:  7,225 

7,729  : 

7,728 

8,063 

8,1*31 

Gennany,  West  5/***  

.:  Dec.  3  1/ 

13,101 

ll*,606  : 

ll*,li21  : 

15,1*31 

lii,667 

!  603 

:           621  : 

638  ! 

650 

660 

:  705 

:           672  ! 

7ia 

873  :  793 

3,920 

3,860  : 

3,51*0  , 

3,300 

X  101 

Ul*  • 

116 

2,757 

2,55U 

:  2,206 

2^8  : 

2,555 

:  327 

:           UlO  ' 

1*20 

399 

:  361 

:    7/  1,800 

:        1,800  : 

:  U,97U 

5,ioU  . 

5,159 

5,2oil 

1,1*8U 

:        1,630  : 

1,902 

2,081 

:  981 

:         1,159  : 

1,160 

1,190 

i  1,220 

Dec.  1  3/ 

:  5,30U 

:  5,97U 

r  r^Lr^ 

6,061* 
^^,71*0 

:  6,576 
:  ^S,^1*0 

:  6,71U 

\      1,193  i  i,ia3 

1,1*68 

1,990 

:  58,270 

:  U,380 

:  5,285 

5,369 

5,U35 

!  5,283 

Geraany,  East«««***«*«««*«* 

.:  D«j.  3,  1/ 

:  7,691* 

:  9,028 

8,326 

:  8,255 

:  i*,857 

:        6,056  • 

U,996 

5,336  :  — 

:  9,501 

:  11,561 

12,325 

:  11,999 

:  3,36U 

:  U,950 

!  3,2U0 

1*,307 

h.6?? 

.  li725 

:  L.2U3 

\  5.668 

:  35,300 

1*2,950 

:     1*0,300  : 

Uo',^00 

:  1^2,0^6 

1  86,550 

•  98,310 

r  96,01*0 

r  99,OU0 

\  100,290 
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HOGS:    Ntmber  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  1956-59~Continued 


ooontries 


Month  of  •  Average 
estimate  l/*  1951-55 


S.  S.  R. (Europe  and  Asia)     :  Jan*  1 

niousands 
28,660 

Thousands 
'  3li,000 

niousands  ' 
liO,800 

Thousands  *  Thousands 
Uhy300  :  U8,500 

Africa:  : 

97 
19 

79 
15 

77  ! 
16 

80 
11  • 

90 

300 

270 

260  ■ 

250  : 

255 

1956 


1957     •   1958  2/    •     1959  2/ 


31,  y 


Angola  :  Dec 

Belgian  Congo  &  Buvida  Urundi:  Dec 

French  West  Africa  9/  » 

Ghana  : 

Kenya  10/  : 

Madagascar  •  Dec.  1/ 

Nigeria  &  British  Cameroons..: 

Hhodesia  &  Nysaland  n/  :  Dec.  31,  1/ 

Tanganyika..  Dec.  1/ 

Togo  : 

\Jn.  of  South  Africa  12/...... I 


Total  South  Africa  t 

Total  Aftdca  


2U7 
310 
28U 
116 

U8 
27U 
250 
227 

lU 
202 
1,205 


3,800 


U,ioo 


Asia:  : 

Cyprus  •••  :  Dec. 

Turkey  (Europe  and  Asia).....:  

Total  South-West  Asia  : 


China  Mainland  23/ 

rotal  East  Central  Asia.. 


Burma  •  :  March 

Cambodia  t  Dec.  1/ 

China,  Taiwan  ..•••••:  Dec.  1/ 

India  2h/  *  :  May 

Indonesia  ...•••••: 

Japan..  •:  Feb. 

Korea,  South...... •••.•••••••:  Dec.  V 

Laos  ....••••••••<  Dec.  t/ 

Malaya  •••....: 

Philippines  .••......••.:  Jan.  1 

Thailand  .....:  March  31 

Vietnam..  :  Dec.  l/ 


Total  South  and  East  Asia, 
Total  Asia  


Oceania:  : 

Australia....... ••  s  March  31 

New  Zealand  :  Jan.  31 

Total  Oceania.**......  i 

TOTAL  WORLD  : 


35 
no 


175 


86,000 


86,650 


li58 
552 
2,J*37 
3,888 
1,196 
781 
U85 
156 
336 
li,710 
3,220 
1,096 


20,1^0 


106,975 


1,129 
618 


1,910 


253 

kn 

120 
36 
266 
220 
253 
13 

1,2U0 


h,lhO 


U,U10 


3U 
112 


180 


8U,Uoo 


85,050 


522 
38U 
2,799 
li,660 
I,li69 
1,170 
1,262 
210 
li26 
5,765 
3,000 
1,997 


2U,670 


109,900 


275  t 
382 

120 

la 

200 
268 
12 
230 
l,i435 


288 
U03 

120 
55 

200 
225 

1,535 


U,360 


U,620 


33 
112 


180 


llli,000 


llli,650 


U07 

3,oia 

1,616 
l,51i6 
1,161 

396 
2,565 


26,150 


lli0,?90 


1,166  : 
690  : 


1,325 
602 


2,050  : 


2,130 


U,520 


U,770 


39 


190 


lii2,650 


3,331 


1,6U9 
1,233 

398 


3,381i 


27,550 


170,1^00 


1,U21 
660 


2,280 


314,625 


373,590  :     U08,770  :     m,khO  :  li77,230 


1/   Census  estimate  for  year  shown  except  that  end  of  year  (October-December)  is  included  under  following 
vear  for  comparison  and  totals.    2/  Prelirainaiy.    3/  Adj\xsted  to  include  Bocas  del  Toro  and  Darien. 
V  Excludes  Faroe  Islands  &  GreenUnd.    5/  Excludes  Saarland.    6/  Excludes  livestock  on  farms  less  than 
1  hectare.    ]/  Less  than  5  years.    8/  Nuniber  taxed  only.    9/  Inclvides  Guinea  which  became  independent 
October  1958.    1^  European  owned  only.  11/ 


^  European  owned  stock  ?/30,  other  12/31.    12/  Includes  estimate 
for  native  owneHT   13/  Inclvides  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinkiang  &  Tibet.    Excludes  Oufer  Mongolia. 
Ih/  Censtis  May  1951  through  August  1952.    1956  March  and  ^ril. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other 
representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information.    Estimated  totals,  include 
allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shoim  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown, 
April  30,  1959 
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a  sharp  increase.    Numbers  dropped  slightly  in  1958 •    Apparently,  despite 
several  government  support  programs,  prices  pradually  declined  during 
19?7  and  caused  more  producers  to  cut  production  than  was  expected • 

With  present  U.S.  and  Canadian  hog  numbers  and  pork  and  lard  pro- 
duction at  very  high  levels,  this  decline  in  the  important  VJestem 
European  market  brightens  U.S.  and  Canadian  export  prospects. 

West  German  numbers,  which  are  one-fourth  of  the  total  for  Western 
Europe,  dropped  $  percent*    Pigs,  plus  feeder  and  slaughter  hogs, 
accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the  decline  but  bred  sow  numbers  fell  about 
9  percent  from  the  previous  yearns  level.    These  data  indicate  a  million- 
head  decrease  in  1959  slaughter  fix^ra  the  19.6  million  head  of  1958. 
Bred  sows  under  1  year  old  also  declined  18  percent,  an  indication  of  a 
cyclical  decline  through  1959 •    West  Germany  appears  to  be  the  dominant 
influence  in  Western  Europe  and  most  of  the  indications  of  the  hog  cjcle 
development  came  from  here. 

With  a  prospective  decline  in  slaughter,  pork  prices  have  already 
strengthened.    In  view  of  the  supply  factor  and  the  appeal  of  meat-trade 
organizations  for  greater  liberalization  of  imports,  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  has  announced  a  more  liberal  import  policy  for  1959  •  This 
should  favor  U.S.  exports  of  variety  meats,  specifically  pork  variety 
meats,  fatback,  and  lard.   West  Germany  does  not  permit  imports  of  other 
pork  products  from  the  United  States. 

France  had  a  h  percent  increase  in  numbers  during  1958,  as  expected. 
Pork  production  rose  during  the  year,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Government  bought  pork  to  support  prices.    Due  to  this  price  stimu- 
lant and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  bred  sows,  the  expansion  in  France 
is  expected  to  continue. 

In  the  United  Kingdom,  hog  numbers  rose  2  percent  in  1958,  despite 
reduced  subsidies  and  efforts  in  early  1958  to  check  expansion.    The  low 
production  of  beef,  veal  and  mutton  and  resulting  high  prices  caused 
many  consumers  to  increase  pork  purchases  and  stimulate  prices.  However, 
the  number  of  pigs  raised  in  1959  is  moderately  below  a  year  earlier. 

Danish  hog  numbers  rose  5  percent  during  1958,  an  apparent  increase 
in  domestic  consuir^tion,  and  success  in  increasing  1958  pork  exports 
helped  to  keep  prices  up. 

Eastern  Europe:  Hog  numbers  increased  h  percent  in  1958  as  the  increasing 
trend  of  the  early  »50*s  was  resumed  after  the  recent  leveling  off  period. 
Numbers  are  expected  to  rise  in  1959* 
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Yugoslavia,  which  showed  a  33-percent  gain  during  1958,  accounted  for 
imich  of  this  increase.    The  meat  packing  and  processing  industry  expanded 
last  year  and  they  are  looking  for  export  markets.    Canned  hains  are  a 
major  item  of  this  expansion. 

U.S.S>Rc :    The  Soviet  Union  continued  its  expansion  as  numbers  increased 
8  percent  during  19$ 8.    This  rate  of  rise  is  about  the  same  as  during 
19$7  which  was  less  than  the  rapid  rate  of  the  mid-50's. 

Afidca;    An  increase  of  2  percent  in  African  hog  numbers  was  about  the 
same  as  in  the  past  several  years.    Most  of  this  increase  was  in  the 
Union  of  South  Africa,  the  only  African  country  with  a  large  comir©rcial 
hog  industry.    Pork  exports  had  to  be  subsidized  to  support  local  prices 
during  the  year.    Numbers  are  expected  to  decline  during  1959 • 

Asia:    In  Asia,  where  hogs  are  the  most  important  large  meat  animal, 
numbers  rose  7  percent  in  1958.    Sharp  increases  in  recent  years  are 
indicated  in  Communist  China,  which  has  one-third  of  the  world's  hbgs. 
However,  Communist  official  estimates  have  been  materially  discounted 
since  so  many  hogs  probably  could  not  be  fed  from  China's  limited  feed 
supplies.    Also,  the  figures  are  apparently  mid-summer  estimates  which 
would  include  all  of  the  spring  pig  crop. 

Japan  showed  a  9-percent  inci-ease.    The  Government  encouragement  of 
increased  hog  production  is  expected  to  continue  in  1959 • 

Oceania;  Hogs,  which  are  relatively  unimportant  commercially  in  Oceania, 
increased  k  percent  during  1959 •    Much  of  this  increase  was  in  Australia. 


